Epidemiology, genes and inflammatory bowel diseases in childhood.
There is evidence that inflammatory bowel disease is immunologically mediated and that genetic factors play an important aetiological role. The identification of disease susceptibility genes has led to significant progress in our understanding of the pathogenesis of Crohn's disease. Genes linked to Crohn's disease play critical roles in the normal function of the innate immune system, and genes linked to epithelial integrity may play a role in the pathogenesis of inflammatory bowel disease as well. However, the dynamic epidemiology of both Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis suggests that extrinsic environmental factors acting at the population level may be involved in their pathogenesis. These environmental factors may be responsible for the rising incidence of inflammatory bowel disease.